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Four Weeks 
until our 

Summer Program 
starts (July 
6th)! They say 
a good summer 
lasts a lifetime.  

Help Youth Like Isaiah and  Aking 
(pg 3) have an amazing summer. 
Find out ways you can 
help and how to donate at 

www.onondagaearthcorps.org.

Urban Waters Green Infrastructure Training 
Returns to OEC
     Onondaga Earth Corps and Onondaga 
Environmental Institute once again partnered 
to offer Urban Waters Green Infrastructure 
Training for youth in Syracuse this spring. 
Over 40 interested families attended parent 
orientation to learn more about the program 
requirements and opportunities with Onondaga 
Earth Corps.
     The Urban Waters Green Infrastructure 
Youth Training provides practice for youth in 
professionalism, communication and work 
ethic.  Focusing on green infrastructure and 
the importance of stormwater management in 
Syracuse, the program uses the work setting 
of Onondaga Earth Corps crews to teach 
youth ages 15 to 18 about environmental 
conservation, community engagement and 
job readiness. The program graduated 12 
successful youth ready for the workforce. 

L&M Training Center and OEC Team Up
     Onondaga Earth Corps launched a 
collaborative training with L&M Training Center 
of the Southside of Syracuse this spring to 
engage and train young adults in the community 
in new job opportunities in green fields. This 

The L&M and OEC Green Professional Trainees completing a 
service project at the PEACE Westside center.

The Young Adult Crew planted448 
Save the Rain Trees around the City of 
Syracuse. Ray poses while finishing up 

tree #203.

Got A Spot For A Tree? OEC Will Plant It For Free!
For More Information,  v is i t  www.savetherain .us  or  cal l  Onondaga 

County Cornell  Cooperat ive  Extension at  424-9485 ext .  224
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eeks 

until S
ummer!

Support O
EC

youth today!



Green Professionals Training 
was a pre-requisite for OEC 
starting Young Adult Crew, 
as well as an opportunity to 
introduce young people into this 
growing field in other aspects. 

     The crew trained from 7am 
until 12 noon four days a week 
for four weeks to complete the 
100 hour course, with additional 
training in EPA Lead Safety, 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration 10 hour course 
(OSHA-10) and visits to local 
institutions including SUNY 
College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry, 
Onondaga County Green 
Infrastructure installations and 
Onondaga Lake Restoration 
site. The crew met with L&M 
training Center’s Theardis 
Martino, OEC’s crew leaders 
Charles Rivers, Ioane Etuale, 
and Greg Michel, as well as 
OEC’s Adrienne Canino, guest 
speakers Bob Brown of SHA, as 
well as several representatives 
from local landscaping and 
nursery organizations. 

     Seven graduates were 
offered positions and enrolled 
inOEC’s Spring program 
as AmeriCorps Service 
Members. Congratulations to 
all the graduates of OEC and 
L&M Training’s First Green 
Professionals Young Adult 
Training! 

Onondaga Earth Corps Saves 
the Rain- 448 times!

     Onondaga Earth Corps’s 
Young Adult Crew tackled a 
big job this Spring: plant over 
340 bare root trees, plant 100 
balled and burlap trees, lead 3 
community plantings, host Arbor 
day at Henninger High School, 
and still maintain a dozen Green 
Infrastructure sites across the 
city! 

The new year’s crew took these 
trees in stride, and achieved 
each milestone with a smile 
and their favorite shovels.  
The seven crewmembers of 
OEC’s Young Adult Crew were 
thoroughly trained during a 

week of Orientation in April, 
that included team-building, 
professionalism, and technical 
skills like tree identification, 
weed identification, tool 
maintenance and planting 
specifications. The next six 
weeks are spent in constant 
motion of spring planting and 
maintenance until the final tree 
is planted.  

Thank you to those who 
helped create a brilliant start 
to our YA Crew season: Steve 
Harris, City/County Arborist; 
Madison Quinn and Tom 
Rhodes of the Department of 
Water Environment Protection; 
the Sisters of St. Francis at 
Alverna Heights, Fayetteville, 
NY; Commissioner Lazarus 
of the Department of Parks 
and Recreation; the team at 
Onondaga Extension, Jessi, 
Kat, Erica and Kristina; and 
all of our Board Members and 
Supporters of Onondaga Earth 
Corps! Thank you!

Volunteers at the Hawley Green Neighborhood Planting May 2nd, with OEC 
crewmembers, proud of their tree!

OEC Spring 2015 Fact 
Check

•	 20 Youth ages 15 to 18 
trained

•	 448 Trees Planted
•	 11 Youth Hired
•	 Approximately 35 youth 

educated
•	 Approximately 50 tree 

sites inventoried on the 
Southside

•	 6 G.I. Sites maintained
•	 3 Service Projects 

Completed
•	 Over 50 volunteers 

engaged at Community 
Plantings



In Their Own Words: From the 
Spring Youth Crew

   From Aking:
“I really like [Onondaga Earth 
Corps] and I wish I can keep 
working here. [They] are really 
nice and caring people, they are 
really open and willing to help 
me out with anything that you 
need help with and it feel like I 
can talk to them about anything 
because they are a working 
family.”

     From Isaiah:
“OEC was a great experience 
because it taught me how to 
work well with others and how 
to respect their ideas and their 
way of life. So when I’m an adult 
I could use the knowledge that 
Charles and Adrienne taught me 
and use it in my career.”

    From Sultaan:
“ During the training I could 
not wait to learn more about 
the significance of trees to my 
community.”

OEC and Cornell Cooperative 

Extension Begin a New Joint 
Project
     Onondaga Earth Corps is 
excited to begin a new project 
this year, in partnership with 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
of Onondaga County and 
the New York Department of 
Environmental Conservation.      
The NYS DEC Community 
Forestry Grant awarded to OEC 
and CCE allows for the planting 
of 100 street trees on public 
lands in Syracuse’s Southwest 
neighborhood. This project, 
formally titled the Southwest 
Neighborhood Reforestation 
Project, is a great boon to an 
area currently ineligible for other 
forestry projects in Syracuse. 
Onondaga Earth Corps’s 
Youth Crew, four graduates 
of the Urban Waters Green 
Infrastructure Training hired 
on part-time, will be leading 
the way in neighborhood 
outreach, tree site inventory 
and, eventually, community 
plantings.

     With help from CCE’s 
experts, Kim, Kristina and Jessi, 
the OEC Youth Crewmembers 
have learned appropriate 
street tree siting techniques, 
benefits of trees, how to plant 
trees, and the importance of 
engaging and communicating 
with neighborhood residents. 
Moving forward, the crew looks 
to find homeowner approval for 
planting these free trees in the 
city right-of-way (typically the 
tree lawn), involving neighbors 
and other youth groups in tree 
care, and developing vibrant 
community planting events. 
Follow us on Facebook and 
twitter to keep updated on their 
progress!

OEC Youth and CCE staff out learning to site tree locations in the wacky weather this 
spring!

Aking Of the Youth Crew

Isaiah of the Youth Crew

Sultaan of the Youth Crew in Blue, with the 
crew and CCE team building.



ABOUT THE ONONDAGA EARTH CORPS
    The Onondaga Earth Corps (OEC) is a youth develop-
ment and employment program for youth ages 15 to 25 
living in the City of Syracuse. As youth work on community 
and environmental service projects, they learn valuable 
job and life skills, community based problem solving skills, 
civic engagement, environmental stewardship and technical 
skills in urban forestry and other urban green infrastructure.

    OEC began in 2004 as the Eli MacDonald Green Team, 
a neighborhood initiative to beautify the community and 
employ youth. In 2005, the program changed its name to 
the Onondaga Earth Corps and incorporated the youth 
conservation corps model. Since then, under the leadership 
of many community collaborators, the OEC has become a 
leading force in revitalizing our urban environment through 
urban forestry, green infrastructure and outreach efforts on 
throughout the City of Syracuse.

THE VISION
• Help youth understand the relationship between people 
and the urban ecosystem.
• Engage youth in hands-on community and environment 
service learning  projects
• Train youth for future jobs and careers in environmental 
fields
• Empower youth by developing their leadership abilities 
that help them analyze situations, solve problems and 
implement strategies to improve their communities.

CONTACT
Contact Onondaga Earth Corps Staff at 

onondagaearthcorps@gmail.com
or visit us on our website at 

www.onondagaearthcorps.org
315-565-3797

DONATE YOUR TIME, TALENT, CAPITAL
    Support the work of the Onondaga Earth Corps however 
suits you best!  We are always looking for creative ways to 
grow our program. YOU CAN HELP!
Visit www.onondagaearthcorps.org for more details.

OEC activities are made possible in part by funding from Onondaga 
County’s Save the Rain campaign, as well as our ongoing support 
from Onondaga Environmental Institute and SUNY Educational 

Opportunity Center.

Employment with Onondaga Earth Corps!
Onondaga Earth Corps is always accepting 
applications for Young Adult and Youth Crew 
members, as well as staff positions. Visit
www.onondagaearthcorps.org/jobs to learn 
more.

Save the Date:
OEC’s Annual Banquet: August 14th!

Save the Date: 
OEC will be presenting at the NYS 

Department of Environmental Conservation 
Re-Leaf Conference:

July 17th and July 18th. Visit 
www.nysurbanforestrycouncil.com 

for more information and to register.

The Corps Network Conference
     Mokhtar Mohammadi, honored with a 2014 
Corpsmember of the year award from the national 
organization The Corps Network, traveled with 
OEC staff and his brother Satar, to the annual 
conference in Washington, D.C. February 2015.
     Staff attended workshops on various topics 
and met with like-minded staff from around the 
country.  OEC, together with the EPA, presented 
on best practices in Green Infrastructure. Mokhtar 
met with congressional representatives.  Be sure 
to check out the videos of him at 
www.onondagaearthcorps.org. Click on videos.


